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Read the article overleaf and 
discuss these questions: 

1. Do you think the Tepco executives were 
guilty of professional negligence?  Why? 
Why not? 

2. If they are found guilty, what punishment 
do you think they will receive?  What 
punishment do you think would be 
appropriate? 

3. What do you think about the argument 
that they “had no way of expecting a 
natural disaster of that magnitude”? 

4. Considering your answers to the above 
questions, do you think Japan should 
continue to use nuclear power? Why? 
Why not? 

5. What do you think about the expression 
“reflexive obedience” used at the end of 
the article?    

VOCABULARY 

shed light (on 
something) = 
To make something 

clear, free from 
confusion or ambiguity 

compile = 
To produce a book, list, 
or report by collecting 

information from other 
sources 

obedience = 
Compliance with an 

order, request or law; 
submission to another’s 

authority 

VOCABULARY 
 

go on trial = 
To have a court case 
where your guilt or 

innocence of a crime is 
decided 

 

negligence = 
Failure to take proper 

care of something 

uninhabitable = 
Unsuitable for living in 

 

prosecution = 
The lawyers 

representing the state, 
who present evidence 

that the accused is 
guilty of a crime 

TEPCO on trial
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Three former power company executives have 
gone on trial in Japan on charges linked to the 
Fukushima disaster.  It is the first criminal trial 
over the 2011 meltdown at the nuclear plant.  
The meltdown, triggered by an earthquake which 
caused a massive tsunami, was the world's worst 
nuclear accident since Chernobyl in 1986.

All three have pleaded not guilty to professional 
negligence resulting in death and injury of 
patients evacuated from a hospital near the plant.  
The quake and tsunami left about 18,500 people 
dead or missing and left large areas 
uninhabitable.

The three former executives of Tokyo Electric 
Power (Tepco) are chairman Tsunehisa 
Katsumata, 77, and vice-presidents Sakae Muto, 
66, and Ichiro Takakuro, 71.  If found guilty, they 
could face up to five years in prison.The trial is 
the first and only one raising criminal charges 
related to the Fukushima disaster. 

Two previous attempts to press criminal charges 
against the former executives had been dismissed 
by the prosecution as having little chance of 
success. In 2015 however, a judicial review panel 
ruled the three men should be put on trial which 
meant the prosecution had to pick up the case. 
Other trials related to the Fukushima disaster 
have been, for instance, compensation claims.

No-one died directly in the Fukushima accident. 
The charges against the three men are linked to 
the deaths of more than 40 patients who had to be 
evacuated from a hospital in the area and later 
died. 

The patients had been critically ill already but 
their deaths have been attributed to the fact that 
they had to be hastily rushed out of the 
evacuation zone and into different hospitals. 

More than 200,000 people were forced to leave 
their homes because of nuclear contamination 
concerns when three reactors failed at the plant 
after it was flooded. 

There are also hopes that the trial will shed more 
light on the wider responsibilities around the 
disaster. 

“Since the accident, nobody has been held 
responsible nor has it been made clear why it 
happened," Ruiko Muto, who heads a group that 

pushed for the trial, told news agency AFP 
outside court. 

The accident let to a complete shutdown of all 
nuclear reactors in the country. Despite 
widespread anti-nuclear sentiment, several 
reactors have since resumed operations after 
passing special safety checks. 

The tsunami brought waves as high as 14m (46 
feet) to parts of the east coast of Japan. The three 
accused are expected to argue they had no way of 
expecting a natural disaster of that magnitude and 
how it would affect the nuclear plant. 

"I apologise for the tremendous trouble to the 
residents in the area and around the country 
because of the serious accident that caused the 
release of radioactive materials," Mr Katsumata 
told the court but added that "I believe I don't 
have a criminal responsibility in the case".

The prosecution, however, says studies 
conducted in the years before the accidents had 
been ignored by the company.

An internal 2008 study by Tepco had reportedly 
simulated a similar scenario of an earthquake and 
tsunami but had not led to action by the 
management.

"If they had fulfilled their responsibility to safety, 
the accident would have never occurred," the 
prosecution told the court.

A parliamentary report compiled a year after the 
disaster said Fukushima was a man-made disaster  
caused by Japan's culture of reflexive obedience

Source: www.bbc.com

Did you know that FESS has a new 
Facebook page?   We use it to post class 
materials, share study tips and post event 
information.   If you are absent then check 
the Facebook page and you may find 
materials for the next class.  
Joining the page is just for fun, and is 100% 
optional. We will still provide paper 
materials & event info as usual.  Search for:   

@FESSEnglish 


